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the stacks or ways of the several yards, had to be
obtained at the shipyards of William Cramp & Sons, in Phila-
delphia; of John Roach, in Chester, and at the Harlan &
Ilollincsworth Company, in Wilmington. Even at these ship-
yards it was not easy to decide equitably to their proprietors, as
well as to the Government, the proper basis upon which to begin
this wort; but in this matter the board met the greatest courtesy
and obtained the fullest information from the several proprietors
to help it to a fair solution of this vexatious question. Its recom-
mendation was approved by the Secretary, accepted by the sev-
eral proprietors of the shipyards, and the amounts awarded were
appropriated by Congress and paid by the Navy Department.

The question at issue between the department and the owners
of these shipbuilding plants was the occupation of their ship-
building ways and the care of the vessels for several years, while
Congress had refused to appropriate the money for their com-
pletion. It was a complex question that required most careful
regard for the rights of both parties. To reach a fair settle-
ment for each, the proprietors of these large plants gave the
board every facility to examine their books, with a view to ascer-
taining what the ship-ways adjoining these uncompleted monitors
lad earned, or lost, during the interval for which remuneration
was asked. The general average for the several years was taken
as fair to the owner and fair to the Government, and accepted
by both parties without a question.

On the 13th of September, 1883, Lieutenant E. A. Garlington
informed the Chief Signal Officer, General W. B. Hazen, from St.
John's, Newfoundland,, of the total failure of the expedition
which he commanded to relieve Greely, owing to the Proteus
having been crushed in the pack in Kane Sea and sunk on July
23d. He reported at the same time the safety of his party, with
all well, after a long and hazardous passage in open boats from
the scene of the disaster, across Melville Bay to Upernavik in
Greenland, where he was rescued by Commander Frank Wildes
of the U. S. steamer I'antic. .

This expedition of Lieutenant Garlington's was the second
wMcl had failed to reach the Greely party, as that of 1882, un-
der command of Sergeant Beebe in the Neptune, had failed to
Its way into the pack beyond Littleton Island, after re-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